Reaseheath Golf Club

Newsletter – February 2008
Contents

· New Captains




· Some important dates 
– Annual Dinner – Sat 29 March

- Annual General Meeting – Mon 31 March

- Captains’ Drive In – Sun 30 March
- Golf Club Open Day – Sat 15 March

- Car Boot Sale – Sun 16 March

-  Reaseheath College Developments – the golf course is safe!
· Membership and subscriptions 2008     - Junior Section report


· Midweek competitions



- Golf Course report

· North Staffs & District League

- Club clothing

· Sponsorship




- Email Address

· Feb/March fixtures

· And finally, but by no means least, GOLF ETIQUETTE!

New Captains

The club extends congratulations to this year’s captains, who officially take up office at the Captains’ Drive In on Sunday 30 March.  The best of luck to each of them and hopefully they will enjoy their year.

Club Captain John Lewis

'John was educated at Solihull School before going to university at Cambridge and then to Birmingham to qualify as a teacher. In 1959 he was one of the last National Servicemen and obtained a direct entry commission later becoming a regular officer in the RAEC. He served in the UK, Germany and Malaysia on secondment to their military college during the war against Indonesia. John left the army in 1974 and moved into further education (FE). His first appointment was at Widnes College and then onto S.Cheshire College before being appointed as County Adviser for FE in Derbyshire in the 1980s. Later posts were in North Yorkshire and with the FE Funding Council before setting up his own FE consultancy.

John has always been a keen sportsman and played rugby for Birmingham and London Welsh, boxed for Cambridge University and when living in Wistaston in the late 1970s played cricket for Crewe Vagrants. He was a late beginner at golf and is the first to admit is still on the learning curve which he says is getting 'steeper and steeper'. He took over the running of the Monday competitions some two years ago and it continues as a very strong element of the club.

Since moving to Nantwich with his wife Pauline on his retirement he has played an active role in the local community becoming a Town and Borough Councillor. John has two daughters - Susan who lives in Nantwich and Helen. They each have a son and daughter and one grandson is a junior member of the club. John is keen to see the development of provision for juniors and is hoping that a grant towards this aim will be obtained from the Borough Council.

John's Charity this year will be related to the armed forces and their families. The details will be announced at the AGM. '
Lady Captain – Fay Stubbings

I am very pleased and honoured to be appointed Lady Captain for the year 2008/9 and look forward to meeting you all around the course. During the early 1990’s whilst working in the export dept of Fisons Pharmaceuticals at Holmes Chapel I found myself at a loss as to what to buy my husband for a birthday present. I had the bright idea of buying him golf lessons, as they were relatively inexpensive I decided to join him in this new venture. Some what to my surprise I found that I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and although I have not achieved professional status yet I will keep on trying!!  In any case I enjoy the walk in the fresh air in the beautiful surroundings of Reaseheath.

So come along you lovely Ladies and join me around the course and who knows you may help me achieve my goal and I may help you achieve yours. At the least we can expect to have some fun. Any time you fancy a game feel free to give me a call and I will do my level best to arrange something.

Any funds raised will be donated to appropriate charities, the details of which will be advised in due course I look forward to an interesting and challenging year enjoying the company of existing friends and developing new ones.





Fay

Some important dates

Annual Dinner - All members are invited to come to the LAST SPECIAL GOLF CLUB  EVENT of the year..The Reaseheath Golf Club Dinner.. Put this date in your diary.. Saturday 29th March, to arrive 7.00 to 7.30. This is our third year at Hunters Lodge Hotel, Sydney Road, Crewe and we have been amazed at the quality of the food and service that they provide.
This is not just an event for the golfers, in fact many of those who attend are family members and friends, I had a table of 12 last year and only 3 were golfers... so why not treat this as a good night out and come along with your family and friends for a great meal, dancing if you wish and generally for some fun. Dress is jacket and tie, there will be some that will dress above this with a smattering of DJ’s and the ladies can pretty well do as they wish!

We have a disco that provides music for all ages. I do not want to put anyone off, but we try to cater for every taste, so if you have a liking for ballroom, pop, soul, disco, punk, rap....you get the picture, there will a slot for you and an opportunity for your requests to be played. There will be a few words from both Captains’, Jonathan Staton and Jeanne Soddy, plus a raffle draw, so your support would be appreciated.

Tickets are priced at £22.50 and you can book a table and give your own seating plan if you wish. The menu will be posted in the club house shortly, so you can choose your options for all your party in advance.  Please contact any committee member for your tickets, or email me or give me a ring and I will help you organise your night out.
If you have attended in the past, you will be aware of everything I have written....If you have not been in the past, as they say..’trust me’.. you will have a great night out. I look forward to seeing lots of you and your friends on the night.  
Richard Chapman
Captains’Drive In – 9.30am Sunday 30 March. Welcome in the new Captain, Lady Captain and Junior Captain (John Lewis, Fay Stubbings and Carl Morris respectively).  The symbolic drives of the Captains represents the moment when they take up their period of office and therefore it is great for them if there is good support.  The drives will be followed by a match, outgoing Captains’ team against incoming Captains’ team.  A list will appear in the clubhouse shortly.  In the first instance it will be open to full members (and Juniors) only as it is on a Sunday.  However, if there are still places a week before the event, it will be opened up to 5 day members. 
Annual General Meeting - The AGM will be held in the Lecture Theatre at Reaseheath at 7.30pm on Monday 31 March.  Details are being sent to all golf club members, either by post or email. Please note that subscriptions will be collected after the meeting, so please bring your cheque book! There are a number of posts up for re-election on the Committee, details of which are in the clubhouse.

Car Boot Sale – A car boot sale will be held on the car park by the golf course on Sunday 16 March, from 8.00am to 1.00pm.  An ideal time to sell those unwanted items, or to get bargains. All proceeds will go towards the Captain’s Charity, SOBS, supporting those bereaved by suicide.  Cost £5 per car. Make a booking with Jon Staton.  Please support Jon on this, his last fund-raising event in his year as Captain.
Reaseheath Golf Club Open Day 

Please note this date!  The last Open Day in October was very successful, with 20 new members being recruited. A second Open Day is being held on Saturday 15 March. 
Andrew Pointon, the PGA golf professional who coaches the Juniors, will be here to provide free coaching from 10am-12pm.  Following that until 4pm, visitors will be invited to use the golf course, free of charge! The course will be available to members as normal up to 12pm.  After that time the availability will depend on how many turn up for the Open Day. Visitors to the Open Day will get priority on this occasion.

We are advertising by banner, posters, newspaper and the internet so hopefully some interest will be generated.  If you know of anyone that might be interested, please let them know.  It would also be helpful if you let me know so that we can get some idea of numbers!

Also, if you are available to supervise people on the course, or even helping the professional to provide coaching to beginners, please let me know.  That help will be very welcome.

Golf Lessons? Andrew Pointon is also available to provide individual or group lessons for adult.  His contact details are in the clubhouse if you wish to get in touch.  I also have his details.

College Developments
A College fit for the 21st Century – one of many clichés used these days.  However, under the direction of the Principal, Meredydd David, the College is undergoing a major £36m development.  Amongst the developments taking place are a new library/learning resource centre (adjacent to Hall of Residence by the football pitch), new animal management centre (by the 5th/6th holes) and an Engineering Academy and workshops (on the car park). I apologise on behalf of the College for all the inconvenience caused by the latter development.  Hopefully in April the car parking spaces behind the security fencing will be available for use once again. Although some spaces will have been lost to the new building, the overall number will be greater than before due to the new car parking spaces provided closer to the wood.  
Although the golf course will not benefit directly, a new machinery/equipment store for the green-keepers has been built behind the pavilion.  

Other developments include an extra 96 bedrooms with en suite facilities, new dining facilities, an indoor riding arena across the A51 at Home Farm, new construction workshops at Old Hall Farm, a new computer centre and £2.5m spent on the College Farm, with modernisation of the dairy and pig units the main components.

Reaseheath Golf Course is safe!

Despite rumours to the contrary, The Principal has given absolute assurance that there are no plans to take over any of the course, by Animal Management or elsewhere. The expansion of Animal Care is taking place elsewhere on the College and some animals have already been moved. Hence, we can relax!  I have been assured 

Membership & Subscriptions 2008

Membership update

Membership as at end of January 2008
	
	Male
	Female
	Total
	Target

	Full members
	226
	48
	274
	330

	Midweek members
	105
	15
	120
	145

	Juniors
	24
	2
	26
	50

	Staff & family
	27
	4
	31
	30

	Suspended
	9
	
	9
	

	Students
	2
	
	3
	

	Sub total
	393
	69
	
	

	Total
	459
	459
	555


Golf Club Fees 2008

	                           Member joining at

	
	Full Year
	1 Jul
	1 Aug
	1 Sep
	1 Oct
	 1 Nov
	1 Dec
	1 Jan
	1 Feb

	Full members
	£195
	£155
	£135
	£115
	£95
	£75
	£55
	£40
	£30

	Midweek members
	£150
	£115
	£100
	£80
	£70
	£60
	£45
	£30
	£20

	Junior members
	£50
	£40
	£40
	£35
	£30
	£25
	£20
	£15
	£10


One off joining fee of £50 applies to all full and midweek members all year
Junior Section

Firstly, congratulations to Carl Morris in becoming the Junior Captain.  All the best for 2008, Carl.

Reaseheath Golf Club is well on the way to achieving Golfmark Accreditation. This shows a commitment to be junior and beginner friendly, and concentrates on three aspects, namely Coaching and Playing, Club environment (equity etc) and Child Protection and Duty of Care.  So far, only 63 clubs in England have achieved it.  We believe that it will be very useful to help to market Reaseheath Golf Club.

Andrew Pointon, our PGA Professional, has sent a list of dates for this year’s Junior Coaching sessions.  They are on the following Saturday mornings:

March 8th
April 5th
May 3rd
June 21st
July 5th
August 2nd 
   September 6th

He will running the sessions from 10am - 12pm.  Also, he will be doing extra sessions during the school holidays and the English Golf Union Skills Challenge as appropriate.

Andrew is also involved in golf development in the local schools and is currently sorting out sessions with Malbank School and Brine Leas School.

 As Ian O’Malley has decided to step down as Junior Organiser we have a vacancy for this position.  If you would like to help develop junior golf and are prepared to act as Junior Organiser, please contact me for further details.
Finally, the Golf Foundation has launched an initiative to support Junior Golf called ‘Commit to Junior Golf’.  They have asked that clubs ask their members to make a voluntary £2 donation that they add when paying their annual subscriptions.  Please consider this when making out your cheque. 
Monday competitions

A reminder to all members that all members are welcome to join the weekly Monday morning mixed competitions - Medal , Stableford (full and 3/4 handicap) and Texas Scrambles each month.  There is a nominal entry fee £1 for each competition that goes to pay for the four weekly prizes and the Christmas lunch (see below). Usually there are about 36-40 entrants with a shot-gun start at 8.45 am with signing in by 8.30 am.  It is a great way to meet fellow club members.
 
There is also an annual individual KO medal competition and other events from time to time including a Christmas lunch after a Texas Scramble, usually held on the second Monday in December.

Course report

The course has held up well to date with only a few closures. Temporary greens have also had limited use which is has been a blessing as even though they are improving they are not where we want them to be. Ongoing work through the growing season such as over seeding, top dressing etc will see improvements.

The first green has also improved for winter play even though there is still work to do. It is well on its way to being an all year round green again.

Winter work is ongoing. Completion of a number of projects with student input is planned. This will include the 1st and 10th tees, a new bridge over the ditch on the 3rd fairway to the right as you approach the green. The new bell will also then be moved near to the bridge.

New steps will be built into the sides of the 3rd and 7th tees. Also the area by the forward 7th tee will be prepared for grass with some shrub planting to offer protection to the 3rd green.

All the paths will be barked as soon as the material is available with the path by the 3rd green having a coarse base material put down first to improve the drainage.

The 6th green has been waiting for the new turf to repair the bad patch at the back of the green.  This will be relayed when we are able to bulk purchase turf for the new tees.

The 4th green is still on the agenda for this construction period to put in a new bunker with some remodelling of the back left corner of the green subject to weather, ground conditions, contracted labour and time.

All other course work is ongoing as weather allows with the staff trying to maintain the course at a good playable standard .






Richard Murray

If members have any comments, suggestions or complaints about the course, please inform Tony Sutton or Chris Bishop.

North Staffs and District League

First of all a big thank you and well done to all those who played last season and helped us to our best result since we joined the league.  This year we shall be playing Brookfield, Gorstyhill, Izaak Walton, Newcastle and Whiston Hall.

A departure from previous years will be that instead of playing all matches between 1 and 2 o’clock on Saturdays some will be played earlier in the day in an attempt to make getting players easier. As an example the away match against Brookfield is on Cup Final day so we are starting mid morning. No excuses for not playing!

ALL MALE MEMBERS full and weekday are eligible to play.  Keep an eye on the board for details of matches and put your names down. IT’S NOT A CLOSED SHOP AND THE TEAM WILL BE PICKED ON MERIT.

I look forward to having the luxury of fielding a full, strong team for every fixture, home and away.  It’s YOUR club team so support it. You will find it enjoyable, win or lose!   Tony Sutton
Club clothing
A reminder to members that clothing embroidered, printed with the club badge is still available to all members. Sweaters, shirts and hats in a range of colours, styles and materials can all be had.

Samples can be seen in the clubhouse trophy cabinet along with prices and details of how to order. Cheques must be made out to BPR Leisurewear.

Any queries, contact Tony Sutton on 01782 723592.

Sponsorship - Sponsorship/advertising of tee markers still available at very reasonable prices.  Please contact Chris Bishop for details.
New ‘Rules of Golf’ booklets – these are now available in the clubhouse – help yourself!

Golf Opens and Offers – A reminder that files containing details of Opens ant other courses, plus offers from all over the place are in files keep near the notice board in the clubhouse.  Opens, be they mens, ladies, mixed, seniors or juniors are great value for money!

Email address – have I got your email address?  I am sending out information from time to time by email. Hence, if you have an email and are not receiving this information, I have not got the address on my records.  It is also very useful for reducing postage costs for the Club. Please email me on chrisbishop7@googlemail.com to be added to the electronic mailing list.  
Feb/March 2008 Fixtures

FEBRUARY 2008
Sat 16th & Sun 17th
Texas Scramble (3 person – 1/6 handicap)
Mon 18th  

Midweek Stableford (¾ Handicap)

Mon 25th

Midweek Texas Scramble

MARCH

Sat 1st & Sun 2nd  
Monthly Medal

Mon 3rd

Midweek Medal      

Mon 10h   

Midweek Stableford (¾ Handicap)
Mon 10th

Ladies Coffee Evening  (19.30 in Clubhouse)
Mon 17th

Midweek Texas Scramble

Sat 22nd  

Junior Stableford Competition

Sat 22nd & Sun 23rd 
Peter Harper Trophy (2 clubs and a putter)

Mon 24th

Midweek Stableford (Full Handicap)

Sat 29th 

Reaseheath Golf Club Annual Dinner

Sun 30th 

Captains’ Drive In 9.30




(Course closed until 13.00)
Mon 31st 

Midweek Texas Scramble
Mon 31st

Annual General Meeting 19.30



(in lecture theatre, Reaseheath College)
INVITING PLAYERS THROUGH- NOTE CAREFULLY!

The general rule is that slower games must invite faster games through.  If the player or players behind appear to be playing faster than your game and there is space in front, you must invite him, her or them through. With a little thought, this can be done with a minimum of delay and everyone will be happy.  There is no longer any mention of a single player having no standing on the course.  Please note the contents of the next paragraph.
Be aware of not just the game in front and behind, but the overall situation on the course. 

For instance, a four ball game following another may not be losing ground on the game in front, but they should invite through faster games following if it is clear that these games will be able to progress more quickly once they have gone through.

3.  Special consideration should be given to players in official club competitions. However, these games are often slower due to the extra care taken and therefore e competitors must be aware of other players waiting and let them through as soon as practical.

PLAYERS WHO MISTAKENLY QUOTE "ETIQUETTE" INSTEAD OF SIMPLY SHOWING A LITTLE COURTESY AND CONSIDERATION PLEASE TAKE NOTE.  ENJOY YOUR GAME.  HOWEVER, ALSO THINK OF OTHERS AND HELP THEM TO ENJOY THEIR GAME TOO.    AND IF YOU ARE INVITED THROUGH, DON'T FORGET TO THANK THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN COURTEOUS ENOUGH TO HAVE DONE SO.

Finally, if you have any items that you would like included in the newsletter, please let me know. They are usually published 3-4 times per year. The next one is likely to be in July.

Editor – Chris Bishop









