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Reaseheath Golf Club Open Day 21 October 2007

Despite still having nearly 450 members, numbers have been falling for the last 4 years.  This is mainly due to increase competition for other new course in the area.  However, we feel that Reaseheath Golf Club has a lot to offer.  It is also true that many local people do not know that we exist.  Hence it is proposed to hold an Open Day on 21st October to attract new members.  The course and weather should still be favourable and therefore we hope to pick up some members. We will probably hold a similar event in the spring when potential members will be looking forward to summer!

Andrew Pointon, the golf professional who coaches the Juniors, will be here to provide free coaching from 10am-12pm.  Following that until 4pm, visitors will be invited to use the golf course, free of charge! The course will be available to members as normal up to 12pm.  After that time the availability will depend on how many turn up for the Open Day. Visitors to the Open Day will get priority on this occasion.
We are advertising by banner, posters, newspaper and the internet so hopefully some interest will be generated.  If you know of anyone that might be interested, please let them know.  It would also be helpful if you let me know so that we can get some idea of numbers!

Also, if you are available to supervise people on the course, or even helping the professional to provide coaching to beginners, please let me know.  That help will be very welcome.

Captain’s Report

The rescheduled Captains away day was a great success with over 45 people playing on the day. The weather stayed great and everyone had a fantastic time. I would like to thank Mags Chapman once again for the super food she provided (what would we do without her?).

A total of £90 was raised for the captains Charity (Survivors of bereavement by Suicide)!

Finally I would like to thank Tony Sutton for achieving a great result this year in the North Staffs League, 3rd place in the division is the highest we have ever been , and a lot of this credit must go to the captain for his tireless work in difficult circumstances ( I know I have done it myself).

Well done Tony.










Jon Staton
Lady Captain’s Report 







Congratulations go to Sheila Smith and her guest who won the LADIES INVITATION DAY on Sunday 12th August, scoring 43 Stableford points. Pam Shaw and guest were second and Janet Orgill and guest 3rd.   It was another really good day for the ladies with 16 members and 16 guests playing and buffet meal afterwards in the clubhouse.

It is very pleasing to report our continued good turnout for LGU medal competitions as well as matches, other comps and Wednesday get-togethers. However we are always pleased to welcome more ladies so please come along and if you need a partner then contact Jeanne or another committee member who will try to make sure that you have someone to play with.

On WEDNESDAY 24th OCTOBER there will be a 9 hole Texas Scramble followed by soup and a roll starting at 09.45. This is intended to be a light hearted game and social event so please come along and support it. Also watch out for forthcoming events on the ladies notice board.

Jeanne Soddy

Junior Section

It is regret that the Committee have been informed that Ian O’Malley has decided to step down as Junior Organiser.  He has done the job for the last two years and during this time has spent many hours working to promote and develop junior golf at Reaseheath.  I am sure that I represent many people in expressing thanks to Ian for all he has done and wish him luck in the future.

Hence, we have a vacancy for this position.  If you would like to help develop junior golf and are prepared to act as Junior Organiser, please contact Ian or myself for further details.

Monday competitions

A reminder to all members that you are welcome to join the weekly Monday morning mixed competitions - Medal , Stableford (full and 3/4 handicap) and Texas Scrambles each month.  Everyone is welcome although the timing means that most players are either retired or shift working.  There is a nominal entry fee £1 for each competition that goes to pay for the four weekly prizes and the Christmas lunch (see below). Usually there are about 36-40 entrants with a shot-gun start at 8.45 am with signing in by 8.30 am.  It is a great way to meet fellow club members.
 

There is also an annual individual KO medal competition and other events from time to time including a Christmas lunch after a Texas Scramble, usually held on the second Monday in December.

Course report

As members will have noted, the course is in really good condition and a joy to play (as much as golf ever can be!!).  Problems that were encountered over the summer, mainly due to staff shortages, have been resolved and the results have been clear to see.  The Golf Club’s representatives, Tony Sutton and Chris Bishop, hold regular discussions and course walks with the green keepers, and the College’s senior management are keen that the course is maintained to a high standard.

A number of developments are taking place, the most noteworthy being:

· The 1st tee is being enlarged to reduce the effects of the trees on the right
· The 10th tee is being raised and widened
· Deep coring will take place on the 1st green to dramatically improve drainage

· The 3rd tee is now in full use and the front section will be renovated
· A new bunker will appear back left of the 4th green
· The 5th fairway is being moved to the left to reduce the danger to students and animals in the paddocks on the right.  A small number of trees on the left will be removed and new ones planted by the fence on the right.

· The patch on the 6th green will be repaired

· A new forward 16th tee is being constructed, the back section of the 16th tee will be renovated

· Work on the ditch between the 7th and 3rd will be completed shortly

· New drainage work will take place to improve the bunker of the left of the 7th green

Much of this work will happen in the very near future.  However, some work is being programmed in to student practical sessions and hence takes longer than would be expected on most golf courses. As members know, this is part of the nature of the course, and we ask you to be patient!
Grass mowing has been modified for the winter.  Winter greens are getting their final preparation and winter tees, including a couple of new ones, will be out shortly.

If members have any comments, suggestions or complaints about the course, please inform Tony Sutton or myself.

Local Rule 7 – Ball striking overhead cable
Note that a shot striking and overhead cable/power line must be cancelled and the shot must be replayed from the same place.   Under R&A rules you cannot have the option of whether to replay the ball or play it as it lies.  The Committee has decided that the local rule states that the ball must be replayed.  See the notice in the clubhouse for a fuller explanation.

Membership update
Membership as at end of September 2007
	
	Male
	Female
	Total
	Target

	Full members
	207
	44
	251
	330

	Midweek members
	102
	14
	116
	145

	Juniors
	22
	2
	24
	50

	Staff & family
	24
	4
	28
	30

	Suspended
	9
	
	9
	

	Students
	2
	
	3
	

	Sub total
	366
	64
	
	

	Total
	430
	430
	555


Golf Club Fees 2007 for the remainder of 2007-08

	                           Member joining at

	
	Full Year
	01-Oct
	01-Nov
	01-Dec
	01-Jan

	Full members
	£195
	£95
	£75
	£55
	£40

	Midweek members
	£150
	£70
	£60
	£45
	£30

	Junior members
	£50
	£30
	£25
	£20
	£15

	One off joining fee of £50 applies to all full and midweek members all year


Club clothing
There is a variety of clothing available with the Club’s logo.  If you want details on what is available or would like to order something, perhaps for yourself or a loved one at Christmas, please contact Tony Sutton (01782 723592).
Clubs left on the course

Many clubs are being left on the course and found by following golfers. Very often, the club is left in the clubhouse so that the owner can retrieve it.  However, clubs left in the clubhouse have been  ’disappearing’ very shortly after being left there.   Hence, the owner is left with a club short and an expensive if not impossible task of finding a replacement to complete the set.  Odd clubs are worth very little on their own but make a lot of difference to the value of a set.
Recently Mr Tony Anderson left his Pitching Wedge by the ninth green only to find it missing an hour later when he returned.  It was not in the clubhouse.   Mr Anderson had only purchased the set of irons that same week and is somewhat upset that the club has not been returned.

To avoid such occurrences in the future, any clubs found on the course should be handed directly to a Committee member at the earliest opportunity. The finder should also notify the Secretary i.e. me, or the Captain!  Equally, if you have lost a club on the course, please let me know.  There is no harm in a notice either for lost or found clubs being put on the notice board.  In the meantime, if you are in possession of a club found on the course, please return it!

Sponsorship - Sponsorship/advertising of scorecard and new tee markers still available at very reasonable prices.  A new batch of 20,000 scorecards will be printed shortly. Please contact Chris Bishop for details.
Email address – have I got your email address?  I am sending out information from time to time by email. Hence, if you have an email and are not receiving this information, I have not got the address on my records.  It is also very useful for reducing postage costs for the Club. Please email me on chrisbishop7@googlemail.com to be added to the electronic mailing list.  
Finally, if you have any items that you would like included in the newsletter, please let me know. They are usually published 3-4 times per year. The next one is likely to be in March, and sent out with the AGM papers.

Editor – Chris Bishop









