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Main points

· Brian Cherrington has been appointed Captain of the North Staffs and district League for the club commencing next year -  Congratulations Brian.

· Note for all members including juniors and Lady members- Yellow tees should be used for general play. Ladies (including female juniors) should use the red tees for competitions and handicap purposes. Men(including male juniors) should use the white tees for competitions and handicap purposes.

· Please note there is a presentation event on Sunday the 11th of December in the Clubhouse at 3.00p.m. These will include prizes won on Presidents Day

· Quiz night Friday 18th of November 7.30p.m. in the Bield  Bar Rob Ellis is organising this, please place your team names on the sheet in the club house.  Proceeds to Captain’s Charity
· Car Boot Sale in the Golf Club car park on Saturday the 19th of November commencing 8.00a.m.  In aid of Captain’s Charity
· Andrew Pointon coaching professional for juniors is also offering his services to all members. To contact Andrew phone 07967 233140 or 01782 631670. Andrew will be running coaching courses in conjunction with the E.G.U. to introduce new players, watch for details in the clubhouse.
· Course Marshals are now in operation.  See below to see how you can help them
· Membership vacancies – special offers and £20 off next years fees when you introduce a new member!

If you wish to make any comments or add a feature to future newsletter, please contact Dave Stanistreet - 01270 628958
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Membership Vacancies - Reaseheath Golf Club has over 500 members, including   lady members and    juniors. However, the capacity is estimated as around 600 members, particularly given how empty the course is in evenings and weekends.  In addition, each year 100 or so members fail to rejoin for various reasons, although none that we know of don’t think the club is good value for money!

Unfortunately, the lack of members also results in reduced income to run the golf course.  Costs inevitably rise and therefore to meet these costs we need to increase income.  This can be done by either increasing membership fees or increasing membership, or both!  We believe that most members would prefer to have minimum membership fee increase!

Hence, the College is trying to increase membership by a number of ways.  The club will be publicised in the local press.  A special deal is being offered from 1 October whereby new full members can join for £200, to include green fees until 31 January 2007.  The price for 5 day members will be £150, (£90 for juniors).  The £50 joining fee for adults will continue to apply.  
In addition, existing members will have £20 deducted from next year’s membership fee if they propose a new member.  Unfortunately this will only apply to the first member they propose!
Course Marshals – three members have volunteered to be course marshals, namely Bob Ellis, Adrian Baldini and Denis Murphy. High visibility jackets and armbands have been purchased, but the marshals may also carry out their duties whilst playing golf!

The main duties of the course marshals will be to check to see that all players are either members or paying guests, to encourage players to replace divots, repair pitch marks and rake bunkers etc.  They will also try to ensure that the speed of play is maintained and that slower games let faster games through.

All players should be doing these things anyway, but unfortunately a significant number do not.  The course marshals have volunteered to try to improve playing conditions for the members.  Please help them and support them.  


Quiz Night in the Bield Bar, Reaseheath College, 18 November – organised by Rob Ellis, those who haven’t been to one of his quizzes yet have been missing a treat!  Great fun and a range of questions to suit everyone.  Keep an eye out for a notice in the clubhouse.  For Captains’ Charity

Car Boot Sale, 19 November – Reaseheath Car Park – a great chance to sell those unwanted items as well as supporting the Captain’s charity. Again, look out for a notice in the clubhouse.  The event will be publicised in the local press.  

Handicap/Competition Secretary – After two years in the job, Eddie Jackson has given notice that he will be relinquishing his post shortly.  He is returning to Malkins Bank to carry out the same job, but will continue to play golf at Reaseheath.  Reaseheath Golf Club says a big thank you to Eddie, who has carried out the job very effectively, always with his dry sense of humour!  He has been responsible for several new initiatives.

If anyone is interested in becoming Handicap Secretary and/or Competition Secretary, please contact Chris Bishop.  Eddie has promised to train his replacement on the laptop computer that goes with the job!  

Junior Organiser – A vacancy exists in another very important job in the Golf Club, that of Junior Organiser.  Chris Martin has put in a tremendous amount of effort but unfortunately his work commitments have increased and he cannot spend as much time as he feels necessary to do the job effectively. From the Club, and especially from the Juniors, very many thanks, Chris, for all you have done.  Hopefully you will have enough time to play golf!

It is important that we get a replacement as soon as possible to continue the development of the Junior Section.  The main duties are to liaise with the golf professional re coaching and to oversee competitions and matches. Ideally a parent of one of the Juniors will fill the job, but anyone with a commitment would be suitable.  

Please contact Chris Bishop if you are interested.  
Joining in! – The club is suffering from lack of participation of its members! Why? The Monday morning competitions are well supported and enjoyed by those taking part.  Monthly medals are also well supported.  However, three quarters of the membership do not take part in any competitions, or other events organised by the club.

The Club participates in the North Staffs and District League, visits some excellent courses but still has difficulty raising a team.  Friendly matches are even worse and Brian Cherrington (match secretary), Captain Brian Drakeley and the Ladies Section are having to make numerous telephone calls to get teams together.  Matches are even being cancelled, very embarrassing for the club.

One of the best ways to enjoy golf is to improve your game.  The best way to improve is to play in competitions and matches.  If you would like to participate more but find difficulty in doing so, contact the Club Secretary.  Suggestions may also be put in the ‘Suggestion Box’ in the clubhouse.  

Insurance – all golfers must ensure that they are insured for public liability.  By the nature of the game, accidents will happen and they may prove to be very expensive.  Many players will be covered by their household insurance policy, but for your own sakes, please check.  If you are not covered, a specialist golf insurance can be obtained at reasonable cost.  Contact the Secretary if you want details of such cover. 

Guests - Members are reminded that they must sign in and pay for guests before playing.  On a number of occasions recently, members have brought guests and not followed the procedure.  The procedure is displayed in the clubhouse, and all members are told the procedure when joining the Club.  To avoid embarrassment, please ensure that green fee tickets are clearly displayed.  Also, please ensure that your plastic members tag is also clearly visible.  Recently, a member lent his bag tag to a visitor! This is a very serious matter and anyone doing so is liable to expulsion from the club.

Head Green keeper’s Report- Well, we managed to get some sand in those offending bunkers at last!  Yes, it is different to what has been used in the past but it is recognised as good quality bunker sand and is used on many golf courses through out the North West.

The new drainage on the first and eighth greens has now settled down and when the autumn renovation work has been has been carried out it should blend in completely, working effectively to keep those greens in play

Attachments on loan to us for one of our triple mowers has increased the amount of maintenance practices we are able to carry out while being able to evaluate these units for industry.  We hope that you have noticed the difference on the greens.

We are about to start the autumn / winter projects including a major reconstruction of the 2nd/11th tees and alterations to the 4th green to increase the overall size of the green with new bunker or bunkers (be nice to your green keepers!).

Also included is a new winter tee mat area at the back of the 5th tee and all being well with the weather and planning reconstruction of the 10th tee to create a split level raised tee that will extend into the front banking. All this as well as continual maintenance of the golf course.

So a busy time ahead for the staff and students.  The greens staff hope you like the changes we make and thank you for your continued support. - Richard Murray, Head Green Keeper / Instructor 
Reminder - If you wish to make any comments or add a feature to future newsletter, please contact the editor - Dave Stanistreet - 01270 628958
Lady Captain’s Report 


Lady Captain’s Day, held on Sunday the 12th of June was supported by 18 members and won by Rosie Booth with 42 points. Jeane Soddy was second and Brenda Cotton third.


The invitation Day was poorly supported, only nine Ladies with their guests took part, but we had a very enjoyable Day. Winners, with their guests, were Jeane Soddy first, Sheila Smith second, and Rosie Booth third with Brenda Cotton fourth.


One of our friendly matches was stopped halfway through due to a thunderstorm and another because of heavy rain. We have now won one, halved one, and lost one. Two matches have been rearranged, Brookfield home is now Wednesday12th October and Malkins Bank match at home is Wednesday 19th October.


Thanks to all those Ladies who have taken part in the competitions, particularly Janet Orgill who does us proud with the refreshments.


I would also like to thank Eddie Jackson on behalf of the Ladies for keeping our L.G.U. handicaps up to date since 2004


	Kath Carr.














Captain’s Report


During June we played two matches, one against Queens Park Vets which we won 6-4 to retain the trophy and the second against Macclesfield Probus which we won 4-1.


In August we had the annual match against the Altrincham Baptists. Always a splendid match with good golf and excellent food afterwards supplied by Gemma Chapman. Reaseheath won 6 and a half to 2 and a half.


September saw matches against Queens Park (3-3 draw) and the return to Macclesfield Probus which we lost 3-2.


The first match against Alvaston Hall for the Brindle Trophy was played on the 25th September at Alvaston and unfortunately we lost 6-3. We do have the chance to redeem ourselves in the return on the 22nd October.


I personally would like to thank all the members that have supported me during my year as captain by playing in these matches. It is important to our club that we continue to play these friendlies. There has been some good golf played and the camaraderie between each team is excellent.


	Brian Drakeley Club Captain








