Reaseheath Golf Club

Newsletter—April 2007
An introduction to your Captains for 2007
A warm hello to all the Reaseheath members from your new Captain Jonathan Staton.

I started playing golf at the tender age of 11, taught by a neighbour who wanted me to play him for a little competition. He was somewhat older than I at 14 but I soon caught on to the basics of the game and was able to give him a run for his money!

My first outing to a real golf course was a visit to Keele golf club when I was just 13, and a score of 103 seemed OK for a first crack at it.  Before long I was shooting in the mid eighties and my father suggested I joined a proper golf club and take it more seriously. Back then there were few golf courses near to our home in Congleton, so I joined Astbury at the age of 14, after a gruelling interview.  By the age of 16 I was playing golf at a reasonable level but was unable to afford my membership continuation at Astbury Golf club. So ended my fling with a single figure handicap !

About this time I took up tennis. Between the ages of 16 and 24 I concentrated on playing tennis until my playing colleague suffered a car accident in 1987 and was unable to play tennis again. I also started to work at Royal Doulton in 1988 on a continental shift pattern that sadly put paid to my tennis and golf!

After a few years ( and a few extra inches on my waist ) I again started to play golf when I switched to flexi time. When I moved to Crewe a few years ago, I met Cyril Osborne, a founder member of Reaseheath, who kindly proposed me as a member.  Although I was somewhat rusty, some of the old game resurfaced  and I was given a nine handicap by our very own Eddie J.

Most of you know the rest, and I can safely say I have never been happier than when playing at Reaseheath with any of the members of the club that I may come across during my visits. I’ve made many new friends due to golf over the years. One who jumps to mind is Tony Sutton, whom I meet by chance during a visit to Queens Park GC one evening due to Reaseheath being closed. Since that night I have partnered Tony in many a competition and we have become good friends.

I’m looking forward to an interesting year as Captain and visiting some of the more hard to play venues in the summer, time permitting between competitions of course.

As a footnote I would like to say to any new members of the club, if you would like a round with the captain feel free to ring me. I’m nearly always free to play thanks to my wonderful wife Carla, who has encouraged me to play more often over the last 4 years than any golfer should be allowed to!

Lady Captain - Jeanne Soddy (French pronunciation or Jan if easier!) 

I am very pleased and honoured to be Lady Captain for 2007 and look forward to many happy hours among you all. I am a keen, although not very good golfer and have been playing on and off for 22 years since moving to Cheshire from North Bucks. My family consists of my husband John, two grown up sons ( all of whom play golf)daughter in law and a Granddaughter Daisy. We spent many happy hours when the boys were still at school playing golf around Cheshire and Scotland and still play together whenever possible and work permits. 

My own career has been working withwith disabilities and now I tutor others in childcare on a part time basis.this reason any additional funds raised by the ladies section will be donated to Hope House Hospice. I would like to finish by saying that I hope you will all feel able to phone or chat to me at any time and I will do my best towelcome you and represent your wishes wherever possible .
Security Barriers – Please read carefully!

Due to a requirement to provide increased security, particularly in relation to the Care Standards Act to protect young people, Reaseheath College has felt compelled to introduce security barriers at all the entrances.Although the barrier at the entrance to the main car park (used by the golfers) will be open each day, times will be restricted, particularly at weekends (see below).Hence all golf club members are being issued with a card with a magnetic strip (enclosed within if you have not already received it) that will operate the barrier when swiped. The barriers will open automatically to allow exit.

PLEASE NOTE - the card will only operate the barrier if a car registration number is recorded on the club database. Hence, to avoid inconvenience to yourself can you please notify me of the number as soon as possible so that I can record it and notify the college security officer who will then activate your card.

COST – cards will be issued free of charge to all members.  However, they are expensive to replace and therefore a charge of £5 will be made for duplicates.  Look after your card.

If you forget your card, you may either use the car park in front of the Philip Leverhulme Centre or ask another member to use his/her card to let you in.  However, all use of swiped cards is recorded, as are registration numbers as you approach the barrier.  Lost cards must be reported to the Secretary or College reception as soon as possible.

In the event of matches etc when non-members need to enter via the barrier when it would normally be closed (e.g. early Saturday morning fixtures) Student Services (01270-613209) must be notified to enable the barrier to be opened.

The card can also be used to show that you are a member of the Reaseheath Golf Club, for discounts in the College garden Centre for example.

Opening times - Worleston Drive gate 
Monday to Thursday the main barrier will be unlocked & open from 07:00 to 19:15.

Friday 07:00 to 17:15  Saturday and Sunday 09:45 to 16:00

Outside of these times users can gain access by swipe card or PIN as appropriate

Ladies Section
It is pleasing to see ladies joining in with Club competitions regularly but we would welcome even more so if you would like to play and need a partner contact Jeanne or Fay and we'll out. We hold regular social golf on Wednesday mornings teeing off from 09.45's a good time to get to know people and to practice gain a handicap. Some friendly matches are played, first being on Thursday 19th April against Aldersey Green -we welcome ladywith handicaps to join these matches so please watch the notice board We also have a friendly 'Bring and Win' competition on the 2nd May, off at 16.30 when we each bring a small gift (max £5.00) and have refreshments afterwards in the Clubhouse so please put your name up or ring to let us know and join in the fun. 
Course report

Some major construction is taking place on the golf course, as members will have noticed.  Most noticeable of these at the present time is the ditch across the 3rd/12th fairway.  The longer hitters amongst members will have to think twice about their tee shots but for most of us the ditch comes into the reckoning for the second shot!

As if this didn’t make the 3rd/12th hole difficult enough the tee has been extended 30 yards back into the arboretum.  A safety net will be placed on the left of the tee to protect the house.  Good news for the ladies— the red tees will remain in roughly the same position as at present.  

A bunker will appear on the back left of the 4th green.  It will not have much effect on the green itself but will catch long shots to the left.  

The 16th teeing area will be enlarged with a new teeing ground in front of the chain fencing. This will help to reduce the wear and tear on this tee.  A small patch of gorse will be planted to the right of the new teeing area.

It is proposed to raise and enlarge the 10th tee.  Currently grass on this tee doesn’t grow well and the surface is uneven to.  This should improve.

Finally, a water feature is under consideration for the left of the 7th/16th green.  The bunker here drains very poorly, despite attempts to improve it over the years.  Re-shaping the entrance to the green and constructing a small pond will add both to interest and difficulty of this hole.  More news on this later.

In general, the course is doing well.  In common with many course the greens are not at their best but the recent rain following top-dressing will improve them.  The green-keeping staff and students  are in the process of preparing the course for the Vintage Open and all members will benefit.

Enjoy your golf! 

Reaseheath Vintage Open
The 11th Reaseheath Vintage takes place on Thursday 10th May.  Reaseheath looks forward to inviting golfers from all over the North West.  The event is unique in that it is restricted to players that have reached the age of 70!  Last year one golfer was celebrating his 90th  birthday having attended all the vintage opens!  

Hopefully Reaseheath Golf Club members will be as successful.  Last year Frank Rogers achieved his first hole in one on the 4th green, after playing for 47 years!  Reaseheath’s Joan Yarwood took first prise for the ladies.  Our Captain, Brian Gough, was overall runner up.

The students have started work on the course already and the results of their efforts have been very noticeable. 

We look forward to a very successful event once more.  

Junior Golf News   

The Junior Golfing Section has started off well this year.  In the first stableford competition last month nine players competed,  more than last year.  At the latest coaching event conducted by professional Andrew Pointon, 12 members attended, including 3 new faces.  These are proving very successful.

However, we could still do with more members to take advantage of what Reaseheath has to offer.  The course is ideal for developing youngsters and the free coaching is a tremendous benefit.

Andrew Pointon is planning to offer free coaching to any children or grandchildren of members, providing of course that they are under 18!  If you are interested, please contact either Ian O’Malley or Chris Bishop.

Local schools have also expressed an interest in coaching at Reaseheath and hopefully this will lead to more Junior members.  

Free Coaching sessions for Juniors 2007:

Saturday 5 May 10.00-12.00

Saturday 2 June 10.00-12.00

Saturday 14 July 10.00-12.00

Saturday 11 August 10.00-12.00

Saturday 1 September 10.00-12.00
NORTH STAFFS & DISTRICT LEAGUE

Reaseheath started their season with their best ever away result!The first match of the season saw Reaseheath GC travel to Brookfield Golf Club and secure a 6 points to 6 points draw, The winning combinations for Reaseheath were: Jonathan Staton and Paul Ralphs 4&2; Dave Randell and Gary Jones 2&1 and Eddie Jackson and Mike Chapple 2&1.

Team Captain Tony Sutton said that our season has a tough start with our first 3 matches away from home, so we were looking for a strong start.  We have never scored more than 6 points away, so this result is great.  We will now be looking for our first away win!
Message from the President

I am very pleased to advise you that this year we have a new fixture when a President’s team will compete with a Captain’s team.  This is to take place on Sunday 22nd July with a shotgun start at 13.30. Complimentary refreshments will be provided after the match. Please look out for the entry sheet in the clubhouse, or let either myself or Jonathan know that you wish to play.

In the event of places still being available, two weeks before, ie. 8th July… make a diary note…. Mid-week members will be invited to enter.will have a maximum entry of 48, the format will be Stableford, with a prize and trophy for the best score on the day. Teams will be drawn from the hat, however if you wish to play with a specific partner, please indicate this and we will try to accommodate wherever possible.

Both the President and the Captain have an outstanding track record of having their events on the best weather conditions of the year, so be sure to bring your sun cream… I look forward to seeing you on the day,










Richard Chapman
Membership availability

All types of membership are available. Membership now runs until 31 March 2008.   Let your friends and/or work colleagues know!   Membership forms are available from the Secretary.
Sponsorship

Does anyone want to sponsor a business (or themselves!) by advertising on the new tee markers or the fixture card for three years?? £100-£200. 

Contact Chris Bishop for details
Email —  Many members have email addresses registered on the club database.  As more members add their email addresses to the list, we will be able to communicate more effectively electronically, thus keeping members better informed as to what is happening.  Newsletters will still be sent to all members periodically but this is more expensive to the club.   Hence, to be kept informed more frequently, please email secretary Chris Bishop (chrisbishop7@googlemail.com) to get your email added.  

The club website has a lot of up to date information about the club.  If you have any suggestions as to how it can be improved, please let Chris Bishop have your ideas. 
